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recently John Rawls. However, though undoubtedly fundamental to the.
history of the development of political democracy, strict pluiosoplucal
“contractarianism™ cannot be: thc basts for a universal economic morality.

This issue has been well studxcd and discussed. by RLMErous, commen--
fators, mcludmg Hahnel and Albert (1990} Thcy note that the “original.
position” or “statc of nature” assumption of contract theotists in which
principles of social justice are ncgotiated either through sdf' “interestin the.
Hobbesian line of sodal contract theory, or from ‘respect for persons fol-
_Iowmg the Kantian “categorical zmpcratwc that one should treat other
humans as ends and never as means, ignore the way in which economic
rcl:monshlps and institutions, once in place, condition and promote par-
ticular preferences and types of individual beha hether'sanctioned ~~
or not by the original position contractors (Hahnci and Albert 1990, " ¥
Chap. 1; Cudd 2013).22

For cxamplc the emphasis. of social contract theorists on distribution,
as: exhibited in‘the Rawlsian “maximin™ or “difference” prmctplc stat-
ing that mctht:es in the distribution of “bamc ‘economic goods are
,;ustlﬁcci only if they increase the amount of “basics” available to the
‘materially worst- off members of society, leads to crinical inattention to
overriding issues of production and the impact of production relations
and the institutional structure of the cconomy on human' cievelopmf:nt
and well-béing as hi g,hhghtcd by Marx?® Rather, social contract theorists
accept the fiberal political illusion that markct rclatlonshlps are 4 power-
less arena of private contracts between ﬁ‘quals if: property rights are well
secured, market information is widely disseminated, monopolization
is rccmptcd or broken. up,.and other externalities. aud market failures
: ‘:,iapprdpnhtcl addressed though fcgulau«on taxes, and spcndmg

~ Thus, though Rawls, in particular, is strongly supportive of the com-

monsense distributive economic morality discussed above, & purclv a priori

2éndd, Ann, “Contracmrmmsm," The Strmﬁ)mf Emysiapﬁdm af Philosophy {Winter 2013
Edition}), Edw ard N.'Zalta, Ed,

¥ The dassic quote from Marx: on- this is:

In‘the socdial production of their existente, men inevitably enterinto definite relations; which
arc independent of their will, namgly relations of production appropriitc to a given stage in the
development of their material forces of production. The totality of these rcimons QF produic-
tion constitittes the economic stritctire of socictyy the real foundation, on w hich arises a legal
and political suptrstmcturc ‘and fo W hich corrcspond. definire forms of social conscousncss,
The mode of production of material hﬁ: conditions the general process of socmi,pohhcal and
intcHectual life, It is not’ ‘the mnscmnsncss 6f micn that deteFmines theis existence; but their
social existence that determings their consciousness (Marx 1859_ Preface, p. 1).
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